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Mrs. Gilman Argues Women

Should Wear Trousers,

Says Mrs. Guilford.

"BETTER THAN BALLOT"

Anti Thinks They Would Be of Some

Benefit Whereas Votes Could
Not Aid Them.

By MRS. MMEO H. GUILFORD,
3Inbcr Ex'cu'itp Board. PransjlranU Association

Opposed to Woman enffrac.
One of the great metropolitan newspa-

pers ediforiall.v remarked a few davs
ago that If nomcn were granted the
franchise worse things might happen
than even their opponents have pre-

dicted. The more one studies feminism,
the more menacing the moement is seen
to be.

Begun by women who frankly stated
that "woman's discontent increases in
direct proportion to her development."
that "ordinary motherhood" was not to
h compared with a. "career." that "the
condition of married women under the
laws of all countries has been practically
that of slaves." this agitation has been
nauseating normal women for half a
century with its complaints. Comparing
women with "idiots." "paupers." etc., and
aJways complaining about her legal and
social stutus being "Inferior." the fem-

inist propaganda has succeeded in in-

fecting many women with an unrest
that is as dangrous as any other form
of hstena.

Men arc Incoming bored by the con- -
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,4inf roitAMtlnn nf alf?ri vrann that
discontented women are indenting. Every
week the publicity factory for feminism
scours the whole country for Isolated
instances of "wrongs" to women. The
United States Is a big country, and it
would seem that a capable data depart-
ment should be able to gather such ma-ta.i- ii

ntUhnut r,iiir (ft Imncrinatlon?
but it apparently finds it Impossible- -
After some sunraglst. ior instance, rs

that Georgia has a lower "age
of consent" law than California, she
immediately allows her Imagination to
picture fearful possibilities 01 "wrongs
to women which would not exist "If
women had the vote." The fact that the
wrongs do not exist doesn't matter to
her. As a matter of fact. It Is a great
deal more unsafe to mistreat a woman
In Georgia than It is in California as
the whole history of the Frank trial
abundantly proves. But if the femin-
ist. ran iifnvor nnn lecral or technical
clause in "man-mad- e law" that can be
made to seem inferior, they immediately
begin to harp upon it from Boston to
Battle Creek.

Th, nriHoet rMpnl instance of "un
just discrimination" agjlnst women took

. ... i.n.A n.ltfn.nlopiace in a auuragc cww mw....-whe- re

a delegation of wom-

en complained that a committee of Con-

gressmen whom the attempted to Inter-
view, "rushed by without even lifting
their hats " But the absence of "eass
diorce" in South Carolina, the

bugaboo In Georgia, and the
nonhat-liftin- g episode in San Francisco
aie not the only samples of "injustice"
the suffragists have dug up. Charlotte

one of their
leaders, now discovers that before women
can be utterly "free," even with the vote,
they must get rid of skirts!

Better Antnmriit fur Tronicra.
We alwas did think there was a better

argument for "trousers for women" thin
for votes. At least, "xousers can be al
leged as of some benefit, despite their
disadvantages And, of course, the
whole series of suffrage slogans could
be revamped to serve with trousers. There
would be "no argument" against them
that would not "equally apply to trous-
ers for men." women would be. in fact,
more "free" In some respects; "all women
wouldn't have to wear them," it "would
only take two minutes on the wa to
market" to don them. and. of course.
"taxation without the right to wear
trousers" might easily be called 'tjran-ny.- "

The onl, vital objection the
"trousers for women" agitation Is likely
to meet is the opposition of other women

just as in the move-

ment this is the most serious drawback.
But what a field for exploitation! Char-

lotte might "take
over" the original creed of the suffrage
pioneers in large slices, along with the
"Isolated household" the skirt might be
severelj condemned as "one of the chief
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Instruments of women's Ignorance and
the women who wouldn't

wear trousers could be called
and "behind the times."

Discover Gold Mine.
The "working woman" would need

trousers beyond all others, for how could
she be
dressed in one of those "slave" styles
that make It almost necessary for some
women to be lifted to a street' car? "The
Chinese, the Fiji Island women and the
Ksklmos wear trousers, why shouldn't
we?" mlcht be asked In large tipe across
half a page of the Sunday
"Women wear divided skirts now lnT
Western States and the Territory of
Alaska, why are women
discriminated against?" might also be
pointed out.

In fact, Mrs. Gilman has in reality
discovered a gold mine of material for a
new outbreak of feminist propaganda.
And just think there is "not a single
argument against trousers for women,"
except that the majority of the women
themselves are either absolutely opposed
or quite indifferent to the clarion call of
the "newest" feminine "freedom."

And as long as women are
enough to be proud of their sex,

the majority will always be found on the
side or inside-- of skirts. Of course, these
women who won't indorse "trousers for
women" will be called "dogs In the man-
ger." It .will be hurled at us from plat-
forms that "the majority of men never
asked" for trousers, and in a tone
deep accusation In her voice we may
soon hear the soap-bo- x orator demand:
"Who gave men the right to wear trou-
sers, anyhow?"

GIRL ON FIRING LINE

l.nnn Clad In
Uniform.

A pretty girl of St Pol, near Arras,
named Berthe Olibet, 19 years old, has
just been discovered in French sol
diers uniform in ine region 01 me nr-in- g

line.
She had cut her hair short and other-

wise disguised herself, and she had
cried bitterly when the military au-

thorities sent her back to her parents.
She said that her brother had been

killed at Carency. and she was de
termined to avenge his death. She had
I

.1 Ih aa nt xtf nM nloresseu iirtscH im ,nr ji ui3 uiu uni-
forms, and had walked twenty miles,
intending to take her place In the firing
line.

Bar' Baffles Jagow.
In the search for new German words to

replace foreign wolds in every day use.
Herr von Jagow. the chief of police of
Berlin, his come up against "American
bar" and "American drinks." So far
no one has suggested satisfactory
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ALEXANDRIA NEWSPAPER
BEGGED FOR WAR ITEMS

Editor "Covered" Conflict of 797 by Sitting in Office and
Watching for Ships Bound Up the Potomac Got

Foreign Papers and "Clipped."

By J. A. O'LEART.
"Why do they print so much war

news? Don't the editors think we ever
grow tired of reading the same thing day
after day?" These questions are heard
on all sides from those who read the pa-

pers. To appreciate the
facilities of the present these persons
should dig up the crude "news" papers
of a century ago.

In the curio room of the Heitmuller
Art Gallery. 1307 Fourteenth street north-
west, is a file of Alexandria. Va., papers
dated 1737. and bearing scanty reports of
the battles between France and the com-

bined forces of Russia and Italy. Al-

though this paper was a "dailv" It had
to come out many a day without a para-
graph about the war then raging in
Europe.

How would the people of todav like to
pick up a great metropolitan daily and
on an inside page find perhaps three par- -j

aeranhs on the present war? They sel
dom received more than that in those
davs.

The editors then did not wield their
pens to the tune of a telegraph Instru-
ment that ticked off page after paga of
news from the front. They had to sit In
the office window with a pair of field
glasses riveted on the river front. At
sight of a ship they would rush to the
dock and beg for a foreign paper, or the
words of someone on board, like a starr-
ing man begs for food.

If they succeeded in getting enough In-

formation lo make a story they would
have to standout by saying, "One month
ago the following was received at Paris
by courier from the front."

If the King of England and the Kaiser
should enter into peace negotiations to-

day every paper In the country would
carry columns of detailed reports under
glaring headlines. And it would be
known In every corner of the United
States a few hours after taking place.
The entire paper. In most cases, would
be devoted to reporting this event.

Here the report the old Alexandria
paper received toward the close of July,
1797, on the peace negotiations between
France and Italy: "Paris. July 11 A
courier who arreted vesterday from
Ital has brought dispatches for the
Director), In which Gen. Bonaparte an- -
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nounces that negotiations with the Em
peror continue."

Recently the papers have carried col-
umns on the attack on Warsaw. In the
summer, of 1797 an attack was made on
this Russian city by the Prussians. The
following account appeared In the Alex-
andria paper about two months liter:

"As Warsaw had no fortifications a
siege In form was not necessary to the
Prussians. But as that part of the cap-
ital which was exposed to them was cov-
ered by an intrenched camp of the army
of Kosciusko, it was necessary to attack
it by storm. This attack was made on
June 3fby a heavy cannonade, and In the
course of the day several hundred bombs
were thrown Into the city. An Incred-
ible number of lives were lost. The Issue
of this attack caused much Interest and
concern In Prussia."

In another Issue about the same time
this brief account of the situation In
Europe was printed. "August 29. (left
Europe JuIy u).-- .,, consequence of the
preliminarles of peace, the French army
had evacuated several parts of Italy, to
which the Austrlans returned. But the
Inhabitants of several places, doubtless
little flattered by the visit of the latter,
took arms and tired upon the soldiers to
prevent their entry. Their resistance,
however, did not continue long."

A comparison of tnese clippings from
the papers of a century ago with the
war stories printed today may soften the
hearts of the critical, who are suffering
from "too much war news."

Find Dead Babies in Trunk.
has a mistery in the discovery

of the mummified bodies of two babies
In a building where many women

by a large commercial firm live.
The bodies were discovered In a trunk.
They were buried-I- n quicklime and en-

closed In a wicker basket and seemed to
have been there .some time. Scotland
Tard Is working on the case.

The late John Daiton. --of England a
famous rat catcher, iho made a fortune
at the business, is supposed to have
known a special process which had been
In his family for 200 years. He rode to
his work in a coach, and would hand the
bag of rats to the coachman on leaving
the place.
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SOUTH LISTENS

SUFFRAGISTS

Miss Hill and Miss

for

That Many Active Workers Will Come

to in for
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Speak Votes Before

Large Street Crowds.

5.000 WILL SEEK BALLOT

Washington December
Congress.

?SIS?i!P?'

In the campaign of the Congressional
Union for Woman Suffrage the conserva-

tive South is to be invaded with an army
of street speakers. A few clever women
already have been dispatched to Virginia
and South Carolina to Inqulru Into the
conditions there with a view to going
direct to the people with their plea
for a Federal amendment.

"The opposition to the Susan B.
amendment to remove from the

ballot the qualification of sex." said
Miss Lucy Burns, vice president of the
Congressional Union vesterday. "Is found
in the country districts, and among the
people on tne streets in Southern com-
munities, r.ie masses are with us, and
the polltic'ans w.ill have to look within
their own ranks for anti-wom- suffrage
support. Our field workers bring glow-

ing accounts from Dixie, and the cam-

paign under way there will be continued
and extended.

"Suffaglsts S.O0O strong are coming to
Washington in December to demand ac-

tion of Congress. The South will send
up thousands of petitions and hundreds
of persons for the big rally."

Miss Elsie Hill, daughter of Represent-
ative E. J. Hill, of Connecticut, Just

from Charleston. S. C. She was
.(.lighted with the reception given her
ty the people there. Her ie.oits sup-

port the assertions of organizers In the
South that most of the opposition to the
Federal amendment comes from politi-
cians.

A few weeks ago Miss Hill ventured
into Charleston, a reputed hot bed of
oppositim to all things Federal, and
found the objections to the woman suf-
frage amendment vanished into thin air
at the very first touml of a woman's
voice heard In the streets of the city

On her first day in Charleston, Mrs
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Hill, with soap box in her hand, walked
down town to the heart of the business
pection. selected popular corner, placed
her box. mounted it. and proceeded to
explain why suffragists are working fnr

Federal amendment enfranchising
women.

Shattering Experience.
It was shattering experience for ths

men of Charleston. Although they had
never before In an open-ai- r
meeting conducted by woman, they
crowded around Miss Hill and listened
with attention to her speech. As she was
concluding her argument, man with-
drew precipitately from the crowd around
her. to lew moments later
with foaming glass of seltzer lemonade,
which he held ready for her as she
stepped down from her Improvised ros-
trum.

Neither on that day nor on any of lic

apearances In Charleston, and they
were many, did Miss Hill hear one ob-

jection to the proposed Constitutional
amendment. There was no talk of the
Infringement of State's rights.

These Southern men differentiate be-
tween Infringement of right and the
direct application of that same "Inalien-
able and sovereign right of the States"
to pass upon all Important questions, in-
cluding the amending of the Constitu-
tion, which is as much the property of
men from South Carolina as it is of these
from Connecticut. Massachusetts, or New
York.

Vlrsrlnlan Help Cause.
The same spirit of friendly considera-- "'tion was found In Virginia by Mlaa K

Emily K. Perry, one of the Congres- -
sional Union organizers who has been --

assisting Mrs. Sophie G. Meredith, chair- -
man of the Virginia branch of the union. ".

"One night." said Sliss Perry, "when
was speaking on the corner of FiftH

and Iroad streets, in Richmond, young
man who had offered on previous occa-
sions to speak for us, came forward and
addressed tne crowd from the steps of
our automolle. He made an excellent
speech, at the conclusion of which he
stated that while In college he ,and sev-
eral of his classmates had pledged them-
selves upon to form league
to help women attain the franchise. He
added that one of the most practical
wajs of helping seemed to be to help
save the" women's voices from the strain
of street speaking. He offered his serv-
ices to speak whenever and wherever he
might be needed.

"And this from Virginia college man.
among whom, we are told, are numbered
the nonconvertible States rights advo-
cates and opponents to woman suffrage.

"No word of opposition did we hear in
Virginia."
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Gasoline locomotives have been invent-
ed in England that are safe to use in coal
mines, their ignition taking place within
tight boxes and their exhaust through
water.
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